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Abstract:

Borders are a foundational element of geopolitics, delineating a nation's territory and embodying its sovereignty. In the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, territorial boundaries have been a significant source of contention. Since its establishment,
Israel has not clearly defined its borders with the Palestinian territories. The evolving nature of these boundaries is
marked by Israel's construction of contested border infrastructure beyond the Green Line, deep within Palestinian
territory. These facilities symbolize abstract sovereignty and locally translate national conflicts into tangible, everyday
realities (Falah & Newman, 1995). Consequently, borders have become increasingly intricate and dynamic. This
complexity underscores the need for innovative methodologies in border visualization.

This article thoroughly analyzes Israel's complex border governance system in the West Bank, focusing on settlements,
checkpoints, barriers, and the separation wall and their significant impact on the region's political and physical
geography. Through detailed mapping, these boundaries reveal critical intersections where national and daily-life
borders converge, exposing the pervasive influence of territorial disputes. The West Bank holds pivotal significance in
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, seen as vital to Palestinians for their future state and as an ancestral homeland by right-
wing Israelis. Since the 1967 occupation, Israel has appropriated over two million dunams (200,000 hectares) of land
for settlements (B’Tselem, 2021). Data on Jewish settlements were sourced from Americans for Peace Now
(https://peacenow.org/), while Machsom Watch (https://www.machsomwatch.org/) provided definitions and
classifications of checkpoints and obstacles, and distribution data accessed through OCHA Services
(https://www.unocha.org/ocha-digital-services/).

The central part of Figure 1 shows how Jewish settlements in the West Bank define Israel's controlled zones under the
Oslo Accords, often encircling major urban centers. Predominantly built during the Likud party's governance from 1977
to 1992, over 70% of these settlements sit at higher elevations than nearby Palestinian villages. They serve to reclaim
land, integrate Jewish culture, replace depopulated Palestinian areas, secure Israel’s frontier, and aid in nation-building
(Falah, 2002; Hasson, 2012). Israel's expansion of settlements resulted in economic hardship and political repression for
Palestinians, sparking resentment and uprisings. From September 2000 to August 2003, Israel faced 116 suicide
bombings (Mtais, 2021), prompting intensified controls, including checkpoints and the separation wall (depicted in
Figure 1). These checkpoints, labeled "crossing points," serve security and border control roles, reflecting Israel's view
of the separation wall, stretching about 360 kilometers within the West Bank, as a de facto border. This shift from
settlement construction to a regulatory framework in the West Bank marks Israel's evolving approach to border
governance, moving from territorial control to population management.

Figure 1 illustrates the evolution of Israel's border governance strategies, transitioning from a predominant emphasis on
territorial demarcation to a more nuanced population-centric approach. This paradigmatic shift has resulted in a
complex intertwining of geographical spaces between Israel and Palestine, while concurrently reinforcing strict socio-
spatial segregation between Jewish and Palestinian populations (Cohen & Gordon, 2018). These borders now serve not
merely as images of territorial sovereignty but also encompass multifaceted dimensions such as ideological, historical,
cultural, and everyday socio-economic realities, profoundly shaping the lived experiences of both Israeli and Palestinian
communities.
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Figure 1. The Border Governance System in the West Bank.
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