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Abstract: 
The map Ducatus Carnioliae tabula chorographica (Chorographic Map of the Duchy of Carniola) ranks 
among the greatest cartographic achievements in terms of eighteenth-century maps of Slovenian territory. It 
was produced by Joannes Disma Floriantschitsch (Janez Dizma Florjančič) de Grienfeld (born 1691, died 
before 1757), a priest at Šentvid pri Stični, following a decade of field research. The map is composed of 
twelve sheets measuring approximately 45 × 62 cm, printed with copperplates engraved by Abraham 
Kaltschmid in 1744 in Ljubljana. The entire map measures approximately 180 × 188 cm and uses a scale of 
approximately 1:100,000. It extends to Gorizia and Gradisca d’Isonzo in the west, Žalec, Brežice, and 
Karlovac in the east, Tarvisio, Eisenkappel, and Slovenj Gradec in the north, and Rovinj and Crikvenica in 
the south (Reisp 1995). The map has many special features. Florjančič measured the highest Slovenian 
mountain, Mount Triglav (Mons Terglou Carnioliae), fairly accurately, at »1,399 Parisian fathoms above the 
Ljubljana horizon,« which equals 3,026 m. Triglav’s name »Terglou« is provided here for the first time 
(Figure 1). The right upper part of the map features the layout of Ljubljana at a scale of approximately 
1:5,000, which is very accurate for that time and is considered the first plan of the city published for non-
military purposes. Above the layout is a clear panorama of Ljubljana with numbered sites explained in the 
legend below the plan. The bottom right corner of the map features a richly ornamented cartouche with 
various details typical of Carniola at that time and a legend with a graphic scale. Certain details (e.g., a 
waterfall, a canyon, and individuals on stilts) were taken from Valvasor’s Glory of the Duchy of Carniola 
(Reisp 1995). The terrain is indicated with shaded molehills or simple elevations. Various shapes of 
molehills present the territory’s dynamic terrain very clearly. The watercourses depicted help readers find 
their bearings and overshadow the absence of roads. These are shown only rarely, with the tree-lined road 
between Ljubljana and Škofljica standing out prominently. In terms of vegetation, stylized trees of various 
density predominate, illustrating wooded land. Winegrowing regions are depicted with vines. The large 
quantity of geographical names does not affect the map’s clarity, with the names probably provided in the 
form used during the period in which the map was created. Forms used in Antiquity are added to some (e.g., 
Romanorum Longaticum for Logatec). The various colons used emphasize the map’s graphic design, which, 
together with the map’s size, make a strong impression on the reader. This is the highest-quality and most 
complete map of Carniola of that time, distinguished by its clear representation of landforms, good 
readability, and rich pictorial and textual insets. The original copperplates are kept at the National Museum 
of Slovenia. By the end of the eighteenth century, the map was reprinted twice. Certain roads, settlements, 
and names were added to its 1799 edition, which is evident from the copperplates preserved (Gašperič, Šolar 
and Zorn 2020).  
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Figure 1. The first entry of the name of the highest mountain in Slovenia in a cartographic source. 

From a toponymic point of view, the map has not yet been thoroughly researched. In this presentation we 
will concentrate on the toponymic material of this map. The map was first scanned and georeferenced. We 
then digitised all the toponyms on the map. The toponyms were classified on the basis of the legend. 
However, many of the inscriptions were not defined in the legend, so we expanded the classification. With 
the help of some historical and modern sources, we tried to identify the modern name form of each 
toponym. We have also compared the name material with the second edition of the 1799 map. 
In this article we will focus on the toponymic material and its characteristics and, by comparing it with the 
current situation, attempt to reconstruct the historical landscape with its help. We are interested in how the 
author of the map perceived the landscape of the time and which elements he placed on the map based on 
their significance. One of the final results of the research is a gazetteer with all the attributes and the 
location of each name in the attached grid. Each of the 12 sheets of the map is divided into 6 columns and 4 
rows, forming a grid that makes it easier to find the individual geographical names. 
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