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Abstract: 
“The Arctic: A Civilian Perspective” is a personal project that investigates a wide variety of themes and systems of the 
Arctic region, and once complete, aims to present the explorations and findings in printed form. I’ve been working on 
this project since 2020, and I’d like to present progress of the project so far, as well as share observations and lessons 
learned on how to adapt and evolve when working with subject matter than is dynamic and changes frequently.  

One section looks at the various ways to define and interpret what the Arctic is, and visualises a variety of systems 
across the region, such as population, the built environment and infrastructure, boundaries and land ownership, 
physiography, terrain, vegetation and climate. Another section presents major elements of climate change, such as sea 
ice extent and volume, permafrost thaw, air and water temperature, and connects them to emergent themes of military 
escalation, natural resource extraction, coastal erosion, the shipping industry and geopolitics. Another section 
investigates indigenous place names, their descriptive and poetic qualities, and explores ways they can be used in 
cartographic representations. Another section looks at ‘drifting’ as a theme that is woven through a variety of topics, 
such as water currents, ice research stations, time, the Earth’s magnetosphere, exploration and mythologies about 
transitioning to the after life. Another section visualises mythological narratives from indigenous communities in 
illustrative and cartographic forms evocative of celestial and nautical charts.  

These sections will be brought together in the form of a newspaper using 55gsm broadsheet newsprint (380x578mm), is 
twenty-sheets in length and double–folded. The newspaper is highly visual, driven by a series of large maps, and also 
include diagrams and text. 

Figure 1. Except showing military presence and activity in the Arctic 

From a cartographic perspective, the presentation would focus on methods of line generalisation that went into drawing 
certain elements such as coastlines, label placement, label styles and typographic considerations within map making, 
and speak to the compositional process of several of the maps within the newspaper.  
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From a graphic design perspective, there is interest in presenting the the concept of the printed form – why a newspaper 
–  as well as covering the graphic design systems, as well as what was learned in producing a highly visual and 
cartographically rich independent publication.  

The project has provided challenges that I’d like to illuminate. As a personal project, I’ve had to pause progress due to 
life responsibilities, only to return to a completely different Arctic. The presentation will explore questions as to how 
best to approach a project when it’s stop-and-go, when new climatic data is released every month and year, and when 
the geopolitical landscape is constantly shifting, as well as how best to tell a story, when the story is still being written, 
when the story is still unfolding.  

 

Figure 2. Except showing ways the Arctic can be spatially defined, along with other information 
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