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Abstract:

Our institute participated in the Erasmus+ KA201 research project entitled "Biographical map library of European
authors", which was developed between December 2020 and June 2023. Colleagues from universities and secondary
schools of three countries (Spain, Portugal and Hungary) as well as representatives of an international organization
(European Association of Geographers, EUROGEO) worked together in the planning and making of an online library
that can be freely accessed on the web. Other activities were also planned, e.g., the higher educational institutions also
popularized these new solutions between teachers and students, as well as the schools also organized literary routes
based on the story maps that were tested during the school mobilities in the three countries.

An important component of the library were the maps created for the representation of collected data, as well as to
illustrate and complete the texts, whose content was not limited only to the biography of the authors and a selection of
their books, but also attempted to give an idea of the historical context in which they worked.

Hungarian colleagues from the university and secondary school selected fifteen of the most important Hungarian
writers and poets, taking into account two important conditions: the authors were included in the national curriculum,
and therefore included in the Literature subject taught in secondary schools and at least one of their literary works had a
high-quality translation to Spanish, which was the official language of the project (Fig. 1).
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Figure 1. Hungarian writers and poets selected in the project.
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A workflow was created for the making of the library, which can be divided into two main phases: the collection of
biographical, multimedia and geo-referenced geographical data (Fig. 2) and the making of story maps.
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Figure 2. Table used for the collection of data related to the authors.

The first step to create a story map was the planning and making of a static and interactive online map, which was
converted to a dynamic one using the different interactive and multimedia solutions offered during the creation of the
story maps. Diverse maps were made, beginning from the overview maps (e.g., world or continent maps) to the more
detailed ones (e.g., city maps) (Fig. 3).
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Figure 3. Making one of the maps used n the project.

Authors analyse in detail the advantages and disadvantages found during the process of creating maps and story maps
and propose some solutions to continue developing this work in the following years. The website of the project can be

Abstracts of the International Cartographic Association, 7, 136, 2024.
European Cartographic Conference — EuroCarto 2024, 9—11 September 2024, TU Wien, Vienna, Austria.
https://doi.org/10.5194/ica-abs-7-136-2024 | © Author(s) 2024. CC BY 4.0 License.



3of3

visited using the http://www.biomaps.eu/ address. The overview map including links to all the story maps created in the
project can be accessed on:
https://digitaleartheu.maps.arcgis.com/apps/View/index.html?appid=73ff30d6dalb462194b5cedB8e103e268&extent=-
75.4510,-5.3475,88.4650,61.7760 (Fig. 4).

After its positive final evaluation the project was declared example of ”good practice” by the Erasmus Office of the
European Union.
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Figure 4. Overview map of the story maps included in the online library.
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